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which port he was able to travel to Tripoli
through Persia. At Tripoli the unfortunate
Genoese merchant's calamitous journey came
to an end, and he stayed there to write the nar-
rative of his woes. It possesses but little value
from the point of view of the present work, for
in addition to the fact that the traveller saw
nothing of India beyond its coasts, his account
is little more than a bare chronicle, and tells us
little that we do not know from other sources.

Such were the travels of these three pioneers
of the modern European exploitation of the
commercial possibilities of India. It remains to
be seen what light they shed upon the some-
what jejune Mohammedan records of fifteenth
century India. Hieronimo di Santo Stefano
may be ruled out at once as being practically
valueless, and attention safely confined to what
Conti and Nikitin tell us. It may be said at once
that the evidence of these two men for the
political condition of India is of far less value
than that for its social institutions. When the
Mohammedan writers leave us in the lurch as to
a dynasty, a battle, or a date, Conti and Nikitin
do not help us to fill the gap in our knowledge.
* It is doubtful whether at the time of Conti's
visit there was, with the possible exception of
the Bahmani empire, a single kingdom, Hindu or
Mohammedan, which was more powerful than
the kingdom of which Vijayanagar was the
capital city. The history of this kingdom, which.
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